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Respondents’ counsel, Name, hereby respectfully requests this Court grant a motion to withdraw as counsel for Respondent.

Respondent Name, contacted counsel by phone on Date and stated that she/he was planning to move to Place.  In a phone conversation on Date, Respondent and Counsel discussed the termination of representation.  The Advocates for Human Rights is a non-profit and is therefore limited in the scope of services it is able to provide to clients.  One of the limitations is that clients must reside within the state of Minnesota, or in special circumstances, North and South Dakota.  Client understands this limitation and accepts that The Advocates for Human Rights will no longer be able to represent her/him in his/her proceedings.  Furthermore, as Respondent will not be living in Minnesota, it would be prohibitively difficult to properly prepare the case for an asylum merits hearing without regular, in person contact with the Respondent.  

Respondent has informed the court of his/her new address under separate cover.  Due to the haste with which Respondent departed, he/she did not have time to come in and personally sign a statement regarding the withdrawal.  Counsel has informed the Respondent in writing that The Advocates for Human Rights is no longer representing the family due to the move.  

Respondent has been informed of the deadlines in his/her case.  Counsel informed him/her that his/her hearing is scheduled for Date at Time, and of the consequences of failing to appear at that hearing.  He/she was informed of the deadlines, including his/her responsibility to immediately turn over any original documents, including passports.  Respondent has been provided with copies of his/her entire file at this time, including the court’s order regarding deadlines in his/her case, and his/her fingerprint notices.  Respondent has also been informed about the process regarding a request for Change of Venue and advised not to delay in filing the motion if they wish to do so.  It is counsel’s understanding that he/she has recently filed a motion for Change of Venue.  

Based on the Respondent’s moving out of The Advocates for Human Rights’ service area, Counsel believes there is good cause to be relieved as Respondent’s counsel.  Counsel therefore respectfully requests the Court grant this motion for Your Name and The Advocates for Human Rights to withdraw as counsel in this matter.
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